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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5





SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study


We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. 





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ





Elders:


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Ross Statham


(770)329-5400





Evangelist:


Steve Tramell


(678) 720-8439











Steven Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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"Christmas parties" and other festivities do not take priority over serving God as we travel to attend family gatherings. Often, giving on the first day of the week suffers because too much is spent on gifts and merriment. We can allow December- demands to out weigh our responsibility to the Lord if we are not careful. The church must always be put "first" (Matt. 6:33), even at Christmas time. A lot of sinful practices are associated with Christmas. Many parties held during the "Christmas season" involve sinful conduct. Immorality is wrong at any time of the year and "Christmas is no excuse for engaging in such (Gal. 5:19-20; Titus. 2:12). 


     Since "Christmas" is a holiday, Christians can observe holidays as custom dictates so long as they do not contradict the Bible. One can send greetings, give gifts and the like without doing so to religiously honor December 25th as the birthday of Christ. Observing "Christmas" as a holiday is no more wrong than observing any other civil holiday, as long as we do not attach religious significance to it. A thing can be right in and of it self, but can become wrong when it takes on a spiritual use. The attitudes expressed at the "Christmas season" (giving, greeting one another and being together) are not at all bad". 


(From, Back to Basics, magazine by John Isaac Edwards) 


     Lets all enjoy the spirit of the holiday season, while keeping our focus on the truth of God's word. 


On the other hand, if any of the festivities offend one’s conscience, the proper thing to do is not to be involved.	


		Joe Phillips 


    			


			











To cope with firey persecution and hard times, Peter's supreme appeal exhorted suffering Christians to imitate their Master:  "Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps" (1 Peter 2:21).  "Example" (Greek, hupogrammos) means "an underwriting, i.e., copy for imitation" (Strong).  It described an outline drawing or copybook a school child used to learn the alphabet.  "If the Son shall make you free, you shall be free indeed" (John 8:36).  Jesus not only offers salvation from the penalty of sin by His sacrifice, He offers freedom from the power of sin by His example in deed and word.  When the apostles squabbled about who was the greatest (Luke 22:24), Jesus washed the apostles' dirty, stinking feet to model humble service.  Their Master took on the role of a lowly slave.  "I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you" (John 13:15).  How has His example impacted us on a daily basis?


A Fundamental Principle


   A primary concern of the Christian, which literally means "follower of Christ" (Strong) or "adherent of Jesus" (Vine), is to follow the example of our Lord every day in every way.  It is God's eternal purpose to remake us to be "conformed to the image of His Son" (Rom. 8:29; cf. 1 John 2:6; 3:3; Galatians 3:27, 4:19).  Jesus is the ideal model of a true human being (Eph. 4:20-24). Long ago, brother E. G. Sewell well wrote:  "I am satisfied that the value to Christians of the personal life of the Son of God has never been properly appreciated by them … Jesus came into the world in the likeness of men, in the form of a servant … our exemplar: 








"We all, with unveiled face, beholding in the mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into that same image from glory to glory" (2 Cor. 3:18).  


Jesus is in the people changing business.  We become what we lovingly admire and think about most (Prov. 23:7).


     The story is told of a socialist giving a speech:  "We will put a new coat on any man."  Someone responded:  "Jesus Christ will put a new man in that coat!"  In following Christ's dynamic example, we're "raised to walk in newness of life" and "renewed day by day" (Rom. 6:4; 2 Cor. 4:16).  If brethren could just act like Christians, it would eliminate all ugly, ungodly attitudes, speech and behavior.  Growing more Christ like day by day, we would be lights ablaze that would arrest the attention of a dark world, which is desperately groping for spiritual direction (Matt. 5:13-16; 1 Peter 3:15).


     Jesus transformed the lowly, ordinary 12 apostles into world- 


beaters.  They lived with Him (Mark 3:14).  The apostle John, after living in intimate association with the greatest life every lived, exclaimed:  "We beheld His glory, full of grace and truth: (John 1:14).  None of us are stuck the way we are.  The young, firey John, a son of thunder (Mark 3:17), would later mature into the supreme apostle of Christ-like love, who wrote of love more than any New Testament writer.


     No one need say, "I cannot help it that's just the way I am."  Jesus says to you, "Follow me!"  He can make us what we ought to be, if we'll let Him have His way with us.  Let's meditate daily upon His great example.  Therein, we will be empowered to walk in His steps.


			


					





Jesus, Our Example


By Ed Harrell








(Gospel Advocate, 1891, p. 405).  "There is no means of approximating the life we should live on earth that is better than to read and study the life of Christ" (Gospel Advocate, 1909, p. 1260).  Floyd Thompson said, "Christ came to earth … to show us how to live: (Book, Chapter & Verse, p. 57).


Worthy of Imitation


The example of Jesus encompasses the meat, as well as the milk, of the Word.  Here are a few basis areas in which Jesus is our life long exemplar:  (1) Respect for Scripture (Matt. 5:18; John 10:35), (2) Rightly Dividing Scripture (Matt. 22:29-33), (3) Self-Denial for God's Will (Luke 9:23, 22:42; John 12:23-25, (4) Setting Spiritual Goals (Mark 1:38f), (5) Serving Others Past His Inconvenience (Mark 10:45), (6) Loving the Unlovely (John 13:1; 15:9; 1 John 3:16f), (7) Compassion for the Undeserving (Luke 22:51), (8) Overcoming Temptation (Luke 4), (9) Evangelizing the Lost (John 4), (10) Steadfast Prayer (Mark 1:35; Luke 5:16), (11) Humility (Matt. 11:29; Phil. 2:5ff), (12) Patience with the Trying (Matt. 14:26-32; Eph. 4:1-2, (13) Enduring Trials (Heb. 12:1-2), (14) Opposing Hypocritical Religionists (Mark 3:1-5),  Forgiving His Enemies (Luke 23:34; Eph. 4:32), and (16) Zeal for God (John 2:17; 9:4). 


Christ in Me, the Power to Be


Jesus beckons us, "Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls" (Matt. 11:29).  The four gospel accounts have been called the presentation of Christ, while the epistles have been called the application of Christ.  Anyone who will honestly, lovingly look at the life of Christ, will become a new and better person, changed from the inside out.  








What about Christmas?





(Gal. 4: 9-11)  Reused 12/01/2013





Throughout the history of Israel, its religious relationship to God was filled with the observance of days and seasons. Much attention was given to the commands governing the observance of these Holy days and God expected them to be observed as He commanded. Under the new covenant, however, there are no commands to observe any day, save the first day of the week. On this day we come together to remember the Lord's death as the early Christians did. (Acts 20: 7) and to worship in song and study and giving of our means. Any other observance of "days" is forbidden by the silence of scripture.


     At this time of year the question often arises, by concerned Christians, “how do we handle the Christmas holidays"? I believe the answer lies within the question, i.e. just as a holiday but not as a Holy day. The modern- -day observance of "Christ-Mass" originated in Catholicism with some pagan trappings attached and is certainly not found in the scriptures. The question remains, nonetheless, can Christians observe this season without violating God’s commands and without suggesting some religious connotation to which they do not hold? The following article addresses the question pretty well and these excerpts are submitted for your consideration.


     "We know for certainty that the Lord's people cannot celebrate "Christmas" as the birthday of Jesus, since we do not know when he was born. “Christmas" is a national holiday and some things are not wrong within themselves. At the same time we must see to it that				Cont. on Page 3








FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. _______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers








Bro. Rick Hulsey in his battle with cancer.


Sis.  Nancy Wood; Bro. Wes Guyton’s 


mother. Chris Roy and Sis. Rhetta for Chris’ 


continued improvement.. Sis. Janet Hicks


continues to under go test to determine the


cause of her abdominal pain.


Sis. Ellizabeth Hammond’s sister   


All of our expecting mothers: Lyndsey


Wilcox; Libby Behrmann; 


Anna Tramell; Stephanie Adams;


Thank God for prayers answered


____________________________________





Elders meeting with the men 


Today at 4:00 PM


________________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @


� HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Drew Bowman        


 Song Leader----Steve Huff


Lord's Supper---Roger Pink


   Asst. 1-----Grant Hicks


   Asst. 2-----Joey Jackson


   Asst. 3-----Garrett Douthitt


   Asst. 4----- Cliff Wiggs


   Asst. 5----- Chris Jackson


2nd Prayer---Joe Phillips


Read Scripture---Preston Jackson 


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Perry Betterton


Closing Prayer---Sam Adams Jr. 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Dion Clark


Song Leader---Drew Bowman


2ed Prayer---Justin Douthitt


Read Scripture---Chris Jackson


Sermon---Steven Tramell


Lord's Supper---Roger Pink


Announcements—Perry Betterton


Closing Prayer---Jordan Huff


Wednesday PM Services


Song leader---Lloyd Jackson


 Invitation---Matt Jones


 Closing Prayer---Carlos Pineda





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Michael Burke 770-889-8747


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














